Fair Play

Oil and Gas Development - A Community Perspective

John Kerkhoven

he community of Eagle Valley,
Alberta, 120 kilometers (75 miles)

northwest of Calgary in the foothills
of the Rocky Mountains, has recently
published a unique handbook
entitled Fair Play. The handbook was
developed for the benefit of other
communities in which oil and gas
xit-n'luprm'nt_ p.ll'l.l-.‘l.l|iu'|j. that which
imvolves H.S (hydrogen sulfide), is
prevalent. Ms. Kerry Lowe, an
employee of Alberta Environment,
assisted the community with the
writing of the handbook as part of a
research project for a masters ol
communications studies degree at the
University of Calgary. In October of
190, Ms. Lowe sp hoe at IRW A
Chapter 48's monthly meeling and
explained the background to the
handbook as well as its key points
and intent

The residents of Eagle Valley are
primarily farmers who have owned
property in the area for a number of
yvears. Although accustomed to oil
and gas activity in ;_.:vm'r.!l. an in-
Crease in sour gas (k |_"'~5 ..h-n'lu}'rl‘r'lt‘!‘.l
over .Li_\|l||.1\.'.j:|‘;atrl:l.' the last five years
has generated enough concern within
the community that the idea for Fair
Play was conceived. Areas of '-upr.'-_it"h.'
concern include the drilling and com-
pleting of sour gas wells and the
eventual pipeline gathering system.
Due lo the potentially lethal charac-
teristics of sour gas and the noxious
odors that can be associated with
release of gas to atmosphere, produc-
tion of such gases anywhere near a
population base can lead to varving
degrees of anxiety, both real and
perceived

The advice provided in the hand-
book is based on what the residents
of Eagle Valley believe to be integral
to building an effective two-way dia-
logue with the oil and gas industry.
Inasmuch as the residents played a
large part in writing the handbook,
they feel a particular affinity to it and

ane |b:1|l.u1 to share their ex perience
with other rural communities. The
advice which s given in Fair Play

includes the following:
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Talk to vour neighbors and stick
together

residents are encouraged to get
[l.lj_'l'”'.l.'l to discuss how dey k']l‘i"
ment :.1|.|.n-~ can affect the entire
communily and acquire advice
from those with prior expenence
in such matters

the company(ies) should be asked
to allow time for the community to

discuss what is fair

. Stand up to the COMmpany

landowners are encouraged o
include in any agreement with the
company all of those items which

L

they consider to be important
including the opportunity to repair
any damages caused by the
company’s activities at the
company’s expense
landowners are further encour
aged to request an actual company
employee to deal with rather than
a contract representative /broker
Be reasonable and cooperative
residents are encouraged to ensure
that they have good reasons for
their demands and to assist in
improving the relationship be-
tween the company and the
|'|.'I|'I'I|'I'||.||'|i|}

Get involved in the emergency
response plan
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Fair Play

* an integral facet of sour gas A, Oblam information and stay
development is the Emer informed
2 iy » Plan (ERP » .
Response Plan (ERP), an evacua * landowners and residents are

tion procedure put into effect encouraged to stay informed in

order to become more intelligently
involved with the company

wherever sour gas wells are drilled
near any type of population base

¢ residents are encouraged to
become qualified in safety training
in order to act as liaison between

,

Expect that there will be both
negalive and positive impacts feli
in your community

|!'|I._' [ | ll'l'l!""li'l_‘-" -:"II'II.i ll'll.‘ l:'I'FI'I'II'I'IE\.II'I'Il:'.-'

at large. It is felt that local repre-
sentatives may have special
knowledge about health problems
of their neighbors, who in the
community may need evacuation
assistance as well as where rural
residents may be at any given time

* in the interview process prelimi-
nary to the handbook being
published, it became readily
evident that both negative and
positive impacts were perceived
by members of the community
Examples of negative impacts are

3 h“'l‘ an eye on ””"'“'"F"""" Fﬂ-;-ﬂHr devaluation of surround-

* landowners and residents are ing properties. Positive impacts

encouraged to keep an active include predominantly economic

benefits, both individual and
collective

In conclusion, the residents of

listing of both company and
government contacts. They are also
encouraged to maintain records of
baseline data {i.e., water wells) and
any incidents which may occur

Easle Valley had a number of com-
ments which 1]11,'_'..' wished Lo piss on

such things as noise, trathic and the

to industry, including that company
representatives should assume a
more respectful attitude and ap
proach loward rural residents. In
addition, they indicated that ongoing
communication with company repre-
sentatives is appredated for both
general information as well as knowl-
edge regarding whao is coming and
going on their property. Companies
are commended for their efforts in
improving technology and safety pro-
cedures and are further encouraged
to more fully incorporate local citi
zens in the liaison process between
industry and the community at large.
[he :,1u.1| of the overall Process 15 o
establish a healthy, open and coop-
erative relationship between industn
and the communities in which it ap-
erates, This philosophy is not con-
fined to sour gas development north-
west of Calgary, but is prevalent
wherever people are impacted by

industry activity. (M}
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