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Safety Moment



Placement of Access Roads and 
Structures

Common Planter Widths – 30’ – 80’   (40’-60’)

Common Combine Widths – 20’ – 45’

Common Sprayer Widths – 90’ – 135’    (90’-
100’)



Placement of Access Roads

Design access roads to run along field 
boundaries or follow existing access 
roads. 

A recent wind project in Northwest Indiana 
designed access roads 10’-20’ away from 
property lines/field boundaries. 



Poor Placement of Access Roads 
and Structures

Poor placement of access roads 
and/or structures could result in 
a permanent loss of tillable soil.



Placement of Structures

Ideally, design structures on 
field boundaries or service 
roads.
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If in a field, design structures 
so they are at least 100’ from 
any other structure/boundary. 
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“Crop Dusting” (aka Aerial Application)



Poor Placement of Structures

Poor placement of structures 
could result in a permanent loss 
of tillable soil, inability to 
efficiently irrigate, and inability 
to crop dust. 



Placement of 
Pipelines

Pipelines should be designed so 
they do not interrupt the natural 
drainage flow that follows the 
topography of the soil.

Pipelines can cut through tile or 
even make it impossible to 
improve drainage later. 

“Water flows down hill.”



Field Tile Damages

Keep in mind: Depending on the 
damage to the field tile, it could 
take 2-3 years before it is clear 
the tile has been damaged.  



Placement of Access Roads and 
Structures

Best rule of thumb: 

Whenever possible, consult the 
farmers as to the ideal location of 
structures and access roads. 



Seed Corn/ 
Seed Beans



Seed Corn/ 
Seed Beans

Highly Lucrative for Farmer 

Herbicides, Fungicides, Seed typically provided by 
seed company

Contracts are Private

Highly competitive - Farmers get paid production 
bonuses verses neighboring farmers

Some farmers may forgo traditional crop rotation



Seed Corn/ Seed Beans

TYPICALLY REQUIRE CENTER PIVOT 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

DISRUPTION OF PRODUCTION RESULTS 
IN A LOSS TO FARMER AS WELL AS 

SEED COMPANY

CAN NOT PAY BASED ON REGULAR 
CROP PRICE



Seed Beans Require a 
Very Strict Buffer to 

Avoid Cross-pollination



Corn Detasseling



Corn Detasseling
• 3-5 female rows to every male row

• Female rows get detassled and will 
bear new hybrid seed

• Interruption of field during irrigation, 
pollination, or detasseling for 
construction will reduce yields and 
endanger entire crop. 

Best advice: Stay out between planting 
and harvest. 



Corn 
Detasseling



Seed 
Corn/Seed 
Beans

Work with Seed company early on 
to establish construction strategy. 

Seed company can change 
contracts in advance to eliminate 
potential losses for Seed company, 
loss of contract for landowner, and 
reduce over-all Client risk. 



Mysterious Crop Circles in the UK



Not-So Mysterious Crop Circles in the Midwest



Center Pivot Irrigation Systems



Center Pivot Irrigation Systems



Center Pivot Irrigation Systems



Center Pivot Irrigation Systems



Why Center Pivot Systems?

Guaranteed Minimal Amount of H2O during season
Even water distribution
Efficient water delivery
Multiple crop versatility
Higher yields
Often required by seed companies and specialty 
crops



Center Pivot Irrigation Systems

“At 2018 prices, the average cost of a new 
quarter section center pivot (irrigating about 
128 acres of the 160 acres), setup in a field with 
a concrete pad, is about $90,000. The cost of 
the pump, well, pipeline, controls and power 
may add another $65,000 for a total investment 
around $153,000 or near $1,200 per irrigated 
acre.”

Source: North Dakota State University



Working with Center Pivot 
Systems

Center Pivot Systems may be able to be 
modified to continue irrigating the current 
acreage amount.
Design construction roads through ROW so 
that irrigation systems can continue to pass 
over construction roads during growing 
season. 



Routing Around Center Pivot 
Systems

1. Farmers with Center Pivot Systems may be 
less likely to sign an easement that requires 
modification of their system. 

2. Count on $100K per parcel with Center 
Pivot Systems in place

3. Include estimates for condemnation.



What kind of “crop circles” are these?



Manure Spreading
It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s got to do it. 



Dragline 
Manure 

Spreading



Manure Lagoon



Dragline Manure Spreading



Dragline Manure Spreading



Manure 
Spreading

Manure must be hauled away

The farther you travel, the more expensive it is

Some CAFO’s purchase manure rights

Provides fields with nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium

Cheaper and safer than Anhydrous Ammonia

CAN NOT SPREAD ON SAME FIELD EVERY YEAR



Crop Damages
How much should you pay in crop damages?



Crop Damages

LOSS OF INITIAL CROP SOIL COMPACTION TEMPORARY LOSS OF 
PRODUCTION

PERMANENT LOSS OF 
PRODUCTION

DRAIN TILES – MAY TAKE 
SEVERAL YEARS TO 

IDENTIFY FULL EXTENT OF 
DAMAGE



Possible Formulas for Crop 
Damages – 100%

Year One – 100% Actual Damages

Damages for additional years are built 
into the price paid for Easement



Possible Formulas for Crop 
Damages – 200%

Year One – 100% Actual Damages

Year Two – 50% Damages

Year Three – 30% Damages

Year Four – 20% Damages

Year Five – Expected normal yield



Possible Formulas for Crop 
Damages – 250%

Year One – 100% Actual Damages

Year Two – 75% Damages

Year Three – 50% Damages

Year Four – 25% Damages

Year Five – Expected normal yield



Possible Formulas for Crop 
Damages – 300% - 400%

Depending on type of construction and 
amount of soil compaction, the formula 
may need to be adjusted. 



Federal Crop Insurance



Federal Crop 
Insurance



Do Yields Seem Reasonable?

http://www.nass.usda.gov/

USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Service 





Do Yields 
Seem 

Reasonable?



How to determine cost of specialty crops, livestock, 
specialty labor rates and other damages? 

Contact
Contact County Extension 

Office

Contact
Contact another specialty 

grower for advice

Contact
Contact a Contractor (i.e. 

crop dusting service, 
biosolids, deer farmers, 

etc.)

Contact
Do a search for regional or 
state “Custom Farm Labor 

Rates”



Working with the Amish



Working with the Amish

Met with the Bishop

Met with the Amish Bank

Typical Amish “Church” – 10-20 Families

Each Church makes own rules

Many different holidays 

Weddings throughout the week

Amish and English



Working with the Amish

Friendly – practical jokers

Financially conservative

Frequently use attorneys

They typically have Social Security cards – although 
exempt

They DO pay taxes

Land-locked – May not be willing to relocate regardless 
of financial offer



Working with 
the Amish



250 Men
100 Children
50 Women
10 Different 

Churches

Water, Punch 
and Cookies



5 Things to Never Ask a Farmer

1. How many acres do you farm?



5 Things to Never Ask a Farmer

Price per Bushel – Inputs = Profit per Acre



5 Things to Never Ask a Farmer

Inputs (Direct) = Fertilizer/Chemicals/Seed

Fuel

Repairs/Maintenance

Machinery Costs

Irrigation Costs

Cash Rent 

Crop Insurance

Storage

Drying



5 Things to Never Ask a Farmer

Inputs (Indirect)

Depreciation

Property Taxes

Interest 

Insurance



5 Things to Never Ask a Farmer

1. How many acres do you farm?

2. How many cows/pigs/livestock do you have? 
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5 Things to Never Ask a Farmer

1. How many acres do you farm?

2. How many cows/pigs/livestock do you have? 

3. How do you care for the animals? Tread lightly. 

4. How much did the combine cost?

5. How much do you receive in Government subsidies? 

“Trump” Money (Marketing Facilitation Program) 
Conservation Practices Subsidies



Wind Farms/Solar Farms



National Average Farm 
Size - 2018

443 Acres



99% of America’s Farms are 
Family-Owned.

But only Half are Family-Farmed.  



If a Farmer wants to make more 
money…

1.Engage in practices to 
get a better yield.

2.Farm more ground. 



What about…???



Farming 101
Understanding the Impacts of ROW 
on Agriculture



Thank you!

Jon Clark, VP Utilities
Jon.clark@contractlandstaff.com
www.linkedin.com/in/rightofway


